
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS  

Our Fourth Multiplier Event is entitled ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS and it  

invites higher education policy makers of Architecture’s Afterlife partners’ five nations—Belgium, 

Croatia, England, Italy and Spain.  In this event, we will talk about how the partners’ schools organize 

their curricula, whether and how these schools include other programs besides architecture, the 

competences taught in architecture schools, what professions are ‘related’ to architecture, and the 

relationship between disciplinarity and interdisciplinarity in architecture curricula. 

Multiplier Event 04
Friday 26th November 2021, Polytechnic University of Valencia, online  
Zoom:  https://pratt.zoom.us/j/99515730643 

https://pratt.zoom.us/j/99515730643


How to become an architect in the EU

Conditions for studying 
architecture

ARCHITECT: no responsible for any civil building project and construction supervision.

Exam yes Institution
National institución for all the 
universitary grades

Specific subjects
Maths, Physics and 
Technical drawing

Notes
No history of art of 
philosophy

Minimun qualification yes Institution
Each School or university

Level
Change depending 
on the demand

Notes
Last years the qualification 
was low, no high demand

Credits 300 CTS_ 60 per year

SPAIN
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ECTS – Departments. Bachelor’s Degree
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How to become an architect in the EU

Conditions for studying 
architecture

ARCHITECT The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education defines the role of the architect in UK as following:  “Architects have a conceptual and 
integrative role in the design of buildings and places, working in cooperation with communities, clients and other professionals. The defining skill of the architect is 
design - the ability to conceive of, and elaborate on, physical artefacts that meet human needs and evoke aesthetic response.”
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/1189/1/architecture2010.pdf
Following  the Architects Act 1997, a person in the United Kingdom may only practise or carry on business under any name, style or title containing the word 
"architect" if registered with the Architects Registration Board (ARB). It is compulsory to register with the ARB to use the title ‘architect’ but not to practise the 
profession (membership of the RIBA is voluntary). 

Exam no admission process 
At many UK universities, a portfolio of work is crucial in being offered 
a place. Often an interviews is required. 

Note that entry requirements vary for each UK university.

Specific subjects
English language, art and design and mathematics 
are all preferable subjects to have studied before 
applying to an Architecture programme.

Notes

Minimun qualification yes Institution
A degree of high school is necessary. Requirement of knowledge of 
English language. 

Level Notes

Credits 600 CATS= 300 ECTS
In the UK, most universities use the Credit Accumulation and 
Transfer Scheme (CATS). Architecture qualifications typically require 
a total of 360 (Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme, or CATS) 
credits at bachelor's level and 240 (CATS) credits within a master's 
level degree. 
The RIBA new validation procedures, introduced from 1 September 
2019, sets a 120 credits (or 60 ECTS) each year for RIBA validation 
of the UK schools of architecture

UK

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architects_Act_1997
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architect


How to become an architect in the EU UK - RCA School of Architecture
In the RCA, the School of Architecture is one of four Schools within the College. The others are:  School of Arts & Humanities; School of Communication; 
School of Design. 

The School of Architecture offers a 2 year Master in Architecture with 240 CATS (120 ECTS). The majority of the credits are dedicated to design studio, 
including an independent research project in the final semester. History and theory is an important component of the two years Master, which, together with 
the school wide courses, incoradge a critical and speculative ethos among the students. Technical studies and professional practice are also an essential 
part of the program by counting for approximately one-fourth of the credits.  

DESIGN/THEORY/SEMINAR DISTRIBUTION FOR THE MArch AT THE RCA 



How to become an architect in the EU UK 

DESIGN/THEORY/SEMINAR DISTRIBUTION AT THE BARTLETT 
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE (ECTS) 

DESIGN/THEORY/SEMINAR DISTRIBUTION AT THE LONDON 
METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY (ECTS) 

In the UK, Schools of Architecture offer different distributions of credits. Here you see the comparison of two five-year programs, those are, 
the Bartlett School of Architecture and the London Metropolitan University. As in the case of the MArch at the RCA, studio approximately 
counts for two-fourths of the credits, while both technical studies and propedeutics count one-fourth of the credits.  



How to become an architect in the EU UK 

In the UK, the distribution of credits in architecture programmes varies, and 
each programme is evaluated independently from one another. 

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) is the UK 
independent body that checks on standards and quality in higher education.

Accreditations of architecture schools are granted by the Architects 
Registration Board (ARB) and the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). 
The accreditation process happens every 5 years. 

Here you can see the General Criteria at Part 1 and Part 2     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Higher_education


How to become an architect in the EU

Conditions for studying 
architecture

ARCHITECT                    responsible for any civil building project and construction supervision.
ENGINEER-ARCHITECT

Exam no
no

Faculty of Architecture
Faculty of Engineering

Specific subjects Ijkingsworkshop
Ijkingstoets

Minimum qualification 
to enter

yes Institution
Degree high school

Level
No level of marks or 
type of schooling 
required

Notes

Credits 300 CTS_ 60 per year content depending 
on architect or 
engineer architect

Architecture: 50% design
Eng.-arch.: 30% design

BELGIUM



ARCHITECT

BELGIUM (KU Leuven)

ENGINEER-ARCHITECT



ARCHITECT

BELGIUM (KU Leuven)



ENGINEER-ARCHITECT

BELGIUM (KU Leuven)
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How to become an architect in the EU

Conditions for studying 
architecture

ARCHITECT
MASTER ENGINEER IN ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN PLANNING
architect author, additional state exam after 2 yrs practice needed for certification

Exam yes Institution
by each School

Specific subjects
Drawing, Spatial 
perception, General 
knowledge

Notes
the points of the entry 
exam carry 60% of the 
total points

Minimun qualification 
(score?)

yes Institution
NO

Level
Combination of 
high-school grades 
and state exams

Notes
the state exams carry 25% 
and grade average carries 
15% of total points

Credits 300 CTS_ 60 per year
(180 bachelor, 120 master)

CROATIA
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Latest Results of the Afterlife Survey on the 
Practice of Architecture 

Johan De Walsche 

University of Antwerp, Belgium

Multiplier Event 04
Friday 26th November 2021, Universitat Politècnica 
de València, online
https://pratt.zoom.us/j/98237656851   

https://pratt.zoom.us/j/98237656851
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>2500 respondents
56% female / 43% male
62 countries
average age = 37 years
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field of occupation
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field of occupation Architecture

Architecture + another field

Related sector

Unrelated sector
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field of occupation
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field of occupation

The field of occupation is not different for man versus women 
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field of occupation

there are significant country differences
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field of occupation
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22% of the respondents completed other 
studies after studying architecture

other 
studies, 
besides 
architecture
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other 
studies, 
besides 
architecture
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other 
studies, 
besides 
architecture

The most important reason to do more than one study 
was out of personal interest (33%) . 

The acquisition of specific knowledge/skills comes 
second (27%),and the increase of chances on the job 
market third (20%). 

Only 9% reported that they initiated another study due 
to a lack of acquired knowledge/skills in their previous 
study
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skills and 
competences
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Skills and knowledge
Processing information
Personal competence

Presentation and communication
Diversity Competence

Cooperation competence
Employability

skills and 
competences
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skills and 
competences
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skills and knowledge

acquired used
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processing information

acquired used
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personal competences

acquired used
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diversity/cooperation/employability 

acquired used
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match/
mismatch
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match/
mismatch
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architecture

related sector

unrelated sector

significant differences 
across flows

How often do you use?
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FIELD OF OCCUPATION
72% of those with a paid profession is currently working as an architect
(62% in architecture only, 10% in combination with another field)

> note that there are no gender differences

Multiplier Event 04, Friday 26th November 2021, Universitat Politècnica de València                               Carla Sentieri, Universitat Politècnica de València 

Architecture 62%

Architecture 
+ other

10%

Unrelated sector
7%

Related sector 
21%



FIELD OF OCCUPATION
comparison by country (partners)
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work full time or part time?
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work full time or part time?
variation by gender: women working more frequently part-time
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Work situation
(participants working only in architecture)
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Net income (in euros per month or per year) 
People who work in related sectors earn the most. The lowest income is for the people 
who combine architecture with another job.
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Net income (in euros per month or per year) 
Gender effects: Women earn less than men.
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Work-Life conflict
Approximately in the middle of the work-life balance spectrum (1 to 5)
Men and women report equally low or high work-life conflict. Also, marital status and 
the presence of children did not affect work-life conflict.
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Life satisfaction
People who are working in a related sector (flow 3) seem to be the happiest with their 
lives. People who are combining architecture with other sectors (flow 2) report the 
lowest life satisfaction architecture
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Perceived success
The average perceived success was quite high. 
There is no difference in perceived success between people working solely as an 
architect (flow 1) and people combining architecture with another sector (flow 2)
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Turnover intentions
Turnover intentions were rather low. 
Turnover intentions were higher for people who combined architecture with another 
sector (flow 2)
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What was the highest degree that you achieved in architectural education?
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What was the highest degree that you achieved in architectural education?
Also, this distribution varies across countries (depending on regulation)
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Besides architecture, have you completed other studies in higher education?
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Mobility during studies?
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Mobility during studies?
no significative variation across countries (partners)
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If you could choose again, would you again opt for architecture studies?
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Competences (participants working only in architecture)
How well did you acquire in AE? vs How often do you use this set of competences? 
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Competences (participants working only in architecture): M
How well did you acquire in AE? vs How often do you use this set of competences?
Bigger mismatches 
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