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Architecture's Afterlife is an Erasmus+ Strategic Partnership 
research project whose principal aim is to identify the multi-sector 
impact of an architecture degree within the context of Europe and 
the extent to which skills taught to architecture students are needed 
in other sectors. 

The study seeks to understand the skills gaps and mismatches 
between 
(1) what is taught in architecture schools and what is needed by 
today’s architecture practices 
(2) what is taught in architecture schools and what is needed by 
other professions, industries and sectors

and ALSO seeks to understand 

(3) which are the skills and personal traits that make architecture 
graduates function well, even in other sectors, and how architectural 
education might have contributed to it

with the goal to identify opportunities for a 
multi-disciplinary and transdisciplinary curriculum that could more 
effectively serve student, 
labour market and societal needs.

objectives

SKILLS





449,000 Euros

Erasmus Sector Skills Alliances 2019-2022



Only 33% UK Architecture Graduates will become 
architects

RIBA 2016 data



Only 40% US Architecture Graduates
will become architects



Architecture’s afterlife:
Which industries do the 66% of non-architects go to?

Is this problem the same across Europe?



The purpose of the study:

1. To map the extent to which architecture graduates are 
migrating into other sectors, across EU members-states and 
draw country-specific comparisons. 

2. To identify which skills are most transferable between 
different sectors those that are most valuable, and in which 
sectors skills shortages are situated.



3. The VALUE of an architecture degree:
(duration x cost ≤ professional income/sector performance?) 



exchange value versus value in use

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations Book 1, chapter V



early-stage findings from a pre-
application survey entitled “Architectural 
education: a progression inquiry” elicited 
over 2500 responses from architecture 
graduates across the EU, and identified 
that on average, 40% of European 
Architecture graduates choose to work in 
the creative and cultural professions 
other than architecture. 

first survey



new survey https://uantwerpen.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5z1sL9AHlpExr9P



http://architectures-afterlife.com/website
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